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and there will be little improvement in the quality of Christian
preaching, until the clergy revolt against the conditions under
which they work, and in a new Declaration of Spiritual Inde-
pendence demand the leisure necessary for the efficient performance
of their proper business of teaching and edification.
These harassed clergy and ministers have my keen sympathy,
because my own work as a teacher has had to be done under similar
circumstances; but in one way or another I have tried to make
myself acquainted with the subjects upon which I have been called
upon to speak, and I have never made the mistake of regarding
even the smallest of my engagements as unimportant. I have
known many public men who apparently did not feel it necessary
to prepare their speeches. They perhaps relied upon the principle
of the advice given to the Apostles that 'it shall be given you in
that hour what ye shall speak'; but the result was frequently very
uninspiring.
I was privileged to associate myself with those who sought to
break down some of the old doctrinal prejudices, and to take a
humble part in the advocacy of larger conceptions of life and
religion. The way in which we did our work may have been open
to criticism from the standpoint of both knowledge and sympathy;
but In spite of these possible defects, I am convinced that it was as
necessary a prelude to a finer religious growth, as is the work of
the ploughman who precedes the sower.